
The Three Pastorals: 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus 

Lesson 5: Living as believers within the family 

Principal Bible verse: 1 Timothy 5:1 - 6:2; Titus 2: 1 -1 O 

"Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am 

delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, 

which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth." 1 Timothy 3:14-

15 

"For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say 

'No' to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives 

in this present age," Titus 2: 11 - 12 

Bible passages for lesson 7: Ephesians 2: 19 - 22 

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's 

people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is 

joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you-too are being 

built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit." 

Lesson objective: Paul's instructions establish clear guidelines for how God's people 

should behave. He distinguishes godly character from unholy conduct. 

Introduction: As Paul writes to Timothy and Titus, he paints a picture of the Gentile culture 

and their fallen character. He gives guidance to these preachers about how to lead these 

new churches by addressing the problems, starting with the selection of elders. Paul lays 

out in detail a picture of the men who can fill this role of guiding and teaching these new 

Christians. 

He then explains the role each person should work toward within this community, starting 

with the elders, then the older men and older women, and finally the younger men and 

women. Paul speaks to their behavior and their responsibility to each other within the 

church. In every way, this group of Christians is to be discipled to do what is good. 

Most specifically h� addresses what older women need to teach to the younger women, 

and then goes into detail about the behavior of older widows. Paul realizes that raising the 

family of God starts in the home. If the family has a shaky foundation, it cannot raise godly 

children or guide new converts in godly living. 

Within these instructions we find our role and how our work within the church contributes 

to the whole. The questions we should ask ourselves are: how do we disciple the church 

and are we falling down on the job? 








