The Pastoral Epistles: 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus  
Lesson 6: Being People of Prayer:   Bible passages for this lesson 2 Timothy 2:1-15 
Point 1:   First of all, petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people.
 1 Timothy 2:1-7 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,  who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time.  And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.
A. “Petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving:”  What are the differences among  four kinds of prayer?

B. Compare these verses with the Lord's Prayer. [Matt. 6:5-14]  What do we pray mostly for? Physical health?

C. Prayers in other of Paul's epistles show what he prayed for.  Romans 1:8-13; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9;

Ephesians 1:15-23; Philippians 1:9-11;  Colossians 1:9-14;  1 Thessalonians 1:2-3;  Philemon 4-7.

D. God wants all to be saved.   What should these verses suggest about private and public prayers?

F. While we pray, Christ and the Holy Spirit present our prayers to God. 1 Tim. 2:4;  Romans 8:14-16,  26-27
Point 2:  Instructions for men at times of prayer in the assembly. Did Paul see problems to be addressed?
1 Timothy 2:8:  Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing. 

A. Men are to pray “everywhere.” Not “In every city ,” but “In every place of meeting.”   We would say, “at church.”  See Ferguson, Women in the Church, 2nd edition, p. 47.
B. “Lifting holy hands”:   Is this a statement about prayer posture or life style?  See Isaiah 1:15  “I will hide my eyes from you: even when you offer many prayers.  I am not listening. Your hands are full of blood!”

C. What about prayers of one struggling with sin?

D. “Without anger” must include “without being unforgiving.”   God's forgiveness and our forgiving are joined.

E. There are no “ceremonial” rules to assure us that God hears our prayers: “bow the head”,  repeat the prayer a certain number of times.  Are there other “rules” we try to use?


Point 3: Instruction for Christian women when at the church assembly. Were there problems?
  1 Timothy 2:9-15: I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 
A.  What should not be the adornment of women and what should it be?

B. “Good deeds” corresponds to “holy hands.”  Are the proper conditions for prayer the same for men and women?

C.  Also in  1 Cor. 14:  “Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission,... If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.”

D. All apostles, church elders, and priests were men, still women served as prophets, judges, teachers, and other appointed servants.   Exodus 15:20ff; Judges 4:4f; 2 Kings 22:14ff; Joel 2:28f; Luke 2:36ff; Acts 2:17f; 18:24ff; 21:9; 1 Cor. 11:5; 14:34; 1 Tim. 5:9ff; Titus 2:3-5.

E.  Having admonished women of things to avoid, Paul adds a blessing: “A women will be saved through childbearing.” Suggested interpretations for this most debated saying of Paul:

 A reference to Mary's giving birth to Jesus.

 Woman's salvation is tied to the typical woman's faithfulness in this accomplishment.

 A promise of God's protection through the process of actual childbirth.

A promise that salvation will come despite the pains of this life.
NOTE: 1 Peter 3:1-8 may be substituted for the points 1 & 2 above.  This passage gives attention to relationships between men & women.  Colossians 4:1 is an astounding passage about masters and slaves.  
Point 4:  The established practices of Hillcrest in regard to participation by women have been worked out over years in a manner to honor scriptural teaching and to meet the needs of congregational harmony. Thus women serve in many significant positions chairing committees and leading areas of ministry.  While, of course, any believer has the right to restudy any matter, no one, especially one entrusted to teach in our classes, has the right to cause discord or to render judgment on what is a sensitive topic for some.

Paul's instructions about men and women are much on our minds today. Here are some matters of current concern that we will ignore to our own regret.  Please have the humility to see how difficult some matters are to answer.  One class meeting will not solve all these issues nor give simple one-sentence answers to each.

Jesus said in Matt. 19:4 that from the beginning God created us male and female and marriage 


joins us as one flesh.  How do we deal with same-sex marriage?

Fathers in Ephesians 5:25 are instructed to love their wives as Christ loves us and died for us; 


and to give children instruction in the Lord rather than exasperating them. 


Doesn't this sound like an active, loving father leading rather than just telling others not to step 


out of their bounds?

Paul's limitations against a woman's speaking and asking questions in the assembly do not apply 


in the home, at school, work, or the neighborhood.  Do they apply in small group meetings or in classes?


Can a woman ever lead a man in prayer according to Paul? 

A common practice in many churches is that in church classes women may ask questions, read Scripture, 



offer comments, even correct the teacher, but she may not teach nor pray. 


Is this inconsistent? Or is it a temporary policy taken for church harmony?  (Rom. 14:15-23, 1 Cor. 10:31f)

What is Paul's point in Gal. 3:27?  “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 


nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
 
 Paul's teaching has sometimes been misapplied.  An extreme example: Students have been known 


to refuse to register for a math class being taught by a woman.  Do Paul's restrictions apply here?


Call To Action:  The disciples said to Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  Do we pray to become better at praying?  

Are we grateful for blessings that come to us through the church fellowship and assembly?
A NOTE TO THE TEACHER:
The committee writing these lessons had two large concerns in mind about this lesson.

First, the passage being considered said things that can hardly be ignored and which are currently much under discussion among Christians in all groups.  We felt that the lesson we write must include material to help the teacher develop a presentation for the particular class.

Second, we do not want to make vague statements implying that perhaps the congregation, or its leadership, or the committee has undisclosed intentions about secret reforms.  This is not the case.

Some matters are difficult to work out in all their details.  The passages referenced in this lesson and the questions given which the teacher might use in discussion should help us to consider these matters.

ADDITIONAL PASSAGES THAT YOU MAY STUDY WITH THIS LESSON;
Many passages show women speaking, teaching, asking questions and praying--things 1 Cor. and 1 Tim. forbid her to do in the assembly: 

1 Corinthians 11:5:"But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same as having her head shaved."

Titus 2:3-5: In this passage Paul instructs older women to teach and mentor younger women.

Acts 18:24-26: "He [Apollos] began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately."

2 Timothy 1:5 and 3:14-15:   In these passages, Paul praises Timothy’s mother, Eunice, and grandmother, Lois, for teaching him the Scriptures:

Acts 21:9: "He (Philip) had four unmarried daughters who prophesied."

Acts 2:16-18: on Pentecost: “...this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams....Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy."

1 Corinthians 14:35: "If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church."

John 4:  The Samaritan woman asks Jesus several questions.
