The Pastoral Epistles: 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus

Lesson 4:  Protecting the Church from False Teaching:  Pursuing Purity
Series principal Bible verses:  1 Timothy 1:15-17:  Here is a trustworthy saying  that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.But for that very reason I was shown mercy  so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display His immense patience  as an example for those who would believe  in Him and receive eternal life. Now to the King  eternal, immortal,  invisible,  the only God,  be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible passages for lesson 4:
1 Timothy 1:3-11      3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from these and have turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.

1 Timothy 4:1-14     The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. 4 For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.  6 If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. 10 That is why we labor and strive, because we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, and especially of those who believe.11 Command and teach these things. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you.
2 Timothy 2:14-26.    14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.
Main Point 1:
The Lord hates falsehood and deceit.
a. Among the 7 things the Lord hates are haughty eyes, a lying tongue, a false witness who utters lies and one who spreads strife among brothers. Proverbs 6:16-19
b. The Lord does not want us to be careless with our words. Matthew 12:33-37

c. There were men and women in Ephesus speaking falsehood and spreading strife. This was done, among other ways, through the teaching of strange doctrines (1 Tim 1:3), engaging in fruitless discussions (1 Tim 1:6), worldly and empty chatter (2 Tim 2:16), and foolish controversies (Titus 3:9).
d. False and deceitful words are damaging to a brother/sister and to the body of believers (1 Tim 1:19,20 suffered shipwreck of faith; 4:1-2; 6:21; 2 Tim 2:17-18 gone astray; Titus 1:10-11 upsetting whole families).
Main Point 1 Questions: 
· How do you describe the importance of not using any careless word?
· According to Scripture, what is the source of strife, falsehood, and dissensions? (See also James 4:1-4 and Mark 7:20-23). 
· Does a brother or sister at Hillcrest need to be alert for a false or empty teaching? If so, when and where might such teachings occur? Just in a classroom?
Main Point 2:
The Lord loves and saves sinners.

a. God loves sinners and Jesus died for us (Romans 5:8)

b. Paul, a blasphemer and persecutor of the church, was the chief of sinners yet Christ Jesus died for him (! Timothy 1:15-16). Hymenaeus and Alexander were also blasphemers and Jesus died for them too, even though Paul handed them over to Satan (1 Tim 1:19-20). 

c. We are to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44) because it is kindness that leads people to repentance (Romans 2:4; Psalm 67:7).
Main Point 2 Questions:

· When did an act of love by someone else soften your heart?

· How prevalent are fruitless discussions, empty chatter, and untrue statements at Hillcrest?

· How does love look in the midst of haughtiness, foolishness, and empty words and chatter?

Main Point 3: 
We are the light of the world, and we are to shine in a way that men will praise God (Matt 5:14-15)
a. God is holy. His people are holy, and we are to keep ourselves pure (1 Tim 1:5) unstained by the world (Jas 1:27).

b. All our words and speech are always to be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that we will know how we should respond to each person we meet (Col 4:6).
c. A word spoken in right circumstances is like apples of gold in settings of silver. Proverbs 25:11
Main Point 3 Questions:

· How do I keep myself pure and unstained by the world? (Psalm 119:9-16; 1 Timothy 4:13-16, give attention to, do not neglect, take pains with these things, be absorbed in them, pay close attention to yourself, persevere). 

· How do I become aware of my own blind spots, hidden faults, and presumptuous sins (Psalm 19:12-13)? What is my duty and obligation when my brother or sister in Christ speaks presumptuously, blindly, or speaks something that is not scripturally rooted?
· Consider the different qualities of salt (e.g. it preserves, brines, seasons, rubs, keeps cold, etc.) and how these qualities can be applied to our speech and possible correction of falsehood and ignorance.
Call to Action 

1. Consider this week how to grow your capacity to speak a word in right circumstances.
2. What do you need to give attention to, take greater pains with, and be more absorbed in this week?

3. Go to lunch or coffee with someone you’ve never been with before. 
