
CONNECTING 

I was born and raised here, in Abilene. The most notable event of my 
childhood, was my father’s murder, which put me at risk. I was at risk 
for lots of reasons, at risk from many factors. One of the most im-
portant risks I faced after the loss of my father was the risk of running 
afoul of the law. Like a lot of single moms, my mother, had to work hard 
just to keep us kids fed and clothed and having a safe place to stay that 
there wasn’t a lot of time left over for handing out warm fuzzies. So, like 
a lot of young kids with overworked moms, I was left on my own a lot of 
the time. And you know what can happen in that sort of situation: a 
bunch of kids get together and sometimes make choices that can get 
them in trouble.  
 
Pretty soon, I realized there were two ways I could go. I could follow the 
track being taken by some of my friends: the path of gangs and booze 
and drugs and developing a reputation as a bad brother. Or, I could do 
the more difficult thing and try to stay on a different path, a more posi-
tive path.  
 
I decided to do my best to stay clean. I got a job working at Payless 
Cashways Lumber, a job I kept all the way through high school and col-
lege. In fact, I was fortunate enough to be promoted up from working out 
on the lumber yard to my final position as sales manager at the Wichita 
Falls store. Now, there were times when it wasn’t easy, working and 
going to school at the same time. There were plenty of days when it 
would have felt real good to sleep through an early class, or else call in 
sick and not show up for work. But then I got to thinking about some of 
the kids I grew up with, kids my age who had already done jail time—
some of them even in prison. I thought about my buddy Tim, who grew up 
in the same streets I did, but who spent more time behind bars than he 
did in school. And I went ahead and got up and went to class. I went to 
work.  
 
It was hard, but it was worth it. I was able to graduate from McMurry 
University and move up in the company, as I already said. And a few 
years later, I had the blessing of being able to come back to Abilene to 
work for Abilene Christian University. I became active on a number of 
boards and committees, and eventually had a successful run for a city 
council seat, where I’ve served for 15 years-  and I’m now serving as the 
mayor. 

Anthony Williams 
Mayor 

WHAT CAN I DO TO GET MY FAMILY MORE INVOLVED 
IN THE COMMUNITY? 

“First of all, our families should be more en-
gaged in the community, and looking for king-
dom options.  I think a great way to serve is 
to sign up or apply to serve on boards and 
committee’s...these are the lifeblood of     
minimal infrastructure. 

WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR MORE INFO? 

 

ODIS DALTON    325.370.3433 

Office of Neighborhood Services 



GOALS FOR ABILENE 
· 7R�JURZ�$ELOHQH�E\�FUHDWLQJ�D�ODUJHU�HFRQRP\�DQG�

D�VPDOOHU�&LW\�JRYHUQPHQW 

· &UHDWH�D�PRUH�IULHQGO\�&LW\�+DOO 

· 'HYHORS�EHWWHU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�&LW\�*RY�
HUQPHQW�DQG�LWV�FLWL]HQV 

· &RQWLQXH�HIIRUWV�WR�FRQVHUYH�ZDWHU�XVDJH�DQG�ORRN�
WR�VHFXUH�IXUWKHU�VRXUFHV 

· 3URPRWH�HTXDOLW\�DQG�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�
LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\ 

· 7R�EULQJ�SHRSOH�WRJHWKHU�DQG�ORRN�DW�WKLQJV�IURP�D�
KROLVWLF�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ 

PROFESSION 

�ĚǀĂŶĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ��ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ZĞůĂƟŽŶƐ�
KĸĐĞƌ 
�ďŝůĞŶĞ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ 
��h��Žǆ�ϮϵϭϯϬ 
�ďŝůĞŶĞ͕�dĞǆĂƐ�ϳϵϲϵϵ  

EDUCATION 
 
�͘^͘�DĐDƵƌƌǇ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕�ϭϵϵϯ 
�ďŝůĞŶĞ�,ŝŐŚ͕�ϭϵϴϳ 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 

· %RDUG�0HPEHU�&RPPXQLW\�LQ�6FKRROV 

· &RPPLVVLRQHU�:HVW�7H[DV�<RXWK�)RRWEDOO 
)RUPHU 

· %RDUG�0HPEHU�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�$ELOHQH 

· ([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�0HPEHU�:HVW�&HQWUDO�7H[DV�
&RXQFLO�RI�*RYHUQPHQWV 

· 3UHVLGHQW�:HVW�&HQWUDO�7H[DV�&RXQFLO�RI�*RYHUQ�
PHQW 

· &LW\�RI�$ELOHQH�0D\RU�3UR�7HPSRUH 

· 9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�7D\ORU�&RXQW\�5HSXEOLFDQ�3DUW\ 

· 7UHDVXUHU�7D\ORU�&RXQW\�5HSXEOLFDQ�3DUW\ 

· %RDUG�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�5HJLRQ�9,�7H[DV�0XQLFLSDO�
/HDJXH 

· 3UHVLGHQW�&RPPXQLW\�LQ�6FKRROV 

· %RDUG�0HPEHU�&KULVWLDQ�+RPHV 

· %RDUG�7UXVWHH�0F0XUU\�8QLYHUVLW\ 

· 9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�5HJLRQ�9,�7H[DV�0XQLFL�
SDO�/HDJXH 

· %RDUG�0HPEHU�$&8�&UHGLW�8QLRQ 

· %RDUG�0HPEHU�$PHULFDQ�5HG�&URVV�RI�
7D\ORU�&RXQW\ 

· &RPPLWWHH�0HPEHU�%LJ�%URWKHUV�%LJ�6LV�
WHUV 

· 9ROXQWHHU�%LJ�%URWKHUV�%LJ�6LVWHUV 

· 3UHVLGHQW�$ELOHQH�+XPDQ�5HODWLRQV�&RP�
PLWWHH 

· 'LUHFWRU�$ELOHQH�/DWH�1LJKW�%DVNHWEDOO 

· (OGHU��0LQGD�6WUHHW�&KXUFK�RI�&KULVW 
 6XQGD\�6FKRRO�7HDFKHU 

AWARDS 

· �����$ELOHQH�<RXWK�6SRUWV�$XWKRULW\�9RO�
XQWHHU�RI�WKH�<HDU 

· �����%ODFN�+LVWRU\�&RPPXQLW\�$ZDUG 

· �����1�$�6�:���7D\ORU�&RXQW\��(OHFWHG�
2IILFLDO�RI�WKH�<HDU 

· �����$ELOHQH�5HSRUWHU�1HZV�7RS�%XVL�
QHVV�3URIHVVLRQDO�XQGHU��� 

· �����$ELOHQH�&KULVWLDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�8QVXQJ�
6HUYDQW�$ZDUG 

· �����%LJ�%URWKHU�RI�WKH�<HDU 

· �����*UDGXDWH�/HDGHUVKLS�$ELOHQH 

· �����*UDGXDWH�$ELOHQH�&LWL]HQV�3ROLFH�
$FDGHP\ 

· �����3ULGH�RI�$ELOHQH�$ZDUG 

HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

KƵƚĚŽŽƌ��ĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ 
ZĞĂĚŝŶŐ 
zŽƵƚŚ�DĞŶƚŽƌƐŚŝƉ�Θ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ 

PERSONAL 
 
^ƉŽƵƐĞ͗���>ǇŶĞƩĞ�tŝůůŝĂŵƐ 
ϯ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ� 


